CHAPTER V

THE NAVY   ON   BLUE   WATER

IT has pleased the American mind to regard the
War of 1812 as a maritime conflict. This is natu-
ral enough, for the issue was the freedom of the sea,
and the achievements of Yankee ships and sailors
stood out in brilliant relief against the somber back-
ground of the inefficiency of the army. The offen-
sive was thought to be properly a matter for the
land forces, which had vastly superior advantages
against Canada, while the navy was compelled to
act on the defensive against overwhelming odds.
The truth is that the navy did amazingly well,
though it could not prevent the enemy's squadrons
from blockading American ports or raiding the
coasts at will. A few single ship actions could
not vitally influence the course of the war; but
they served to create an imperishable renown
for the flag and the service, and to deal a stag-
gering blow to the pride and prestige of an enemy
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